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democratical notions and propensities, (for I will not call them principles,) I esteem him as an ingenious, knowing, and very convivial man.
The other instance was a paragraph of a letter to me, from my old and most intimate friend, the Reverend Mr. Temple, who wrote the character of Gray, which has had the honour to be adopted both by Mr. Mason and Dr. Johnson in their accounts of that poet x. The words were, —
' How can your great, I will not say your pious, but your moral friend, support the barbarous measures of administration, which they have not the face to ask even their infidel pensioner Hume to defend2.'
However confident of the rectitude of his own mind, Johnson may have felt sincere uneasiness that his conduct should be erroneously imputed to unworthy motives, by good men; and that the influence of his valuable writings should on that account be in any degree obstructed or lessened3.
/, Aug. 24, 1782.
2  Boswell wrote to Temple on June 19, 1775 : — ' Yesterday I met Mr. Hume at Lord Kames's.   They joined in attacking Dr. Johnson to an absurd pitch. Mr. Hume said he would give me half-a-crown for every page of his Dictionary in which he could not find an absurdity, if I would give him half-a-crown for every page in which he did find one : he talked so insolently really, that I calmly determined to be at him ; so I repeated, by way of telling that Dr. Johnson could be touched, the admirable passage in your letter, how the Ministry had set him to write in a way that they " could not ask even their infidel pensioner Hume to write."   When Hume asked if it was from an American, I said, No, it was from an English gentleman.    " Would a gentleman write so?" said he.   In 'short, Davy was finely punished for his treatment of my revered friend ; and he deserved it richly, both for his petulance to so great a character and for his talking so before me.' Letters of Boswell, p. 204.   Hume's pension was ^400.    He obtained it through Lord Hertford, the English ambassador in Paris, under whom he had served as secretary to the embassy.    J. H. Burton's Hume, ii. 289.
3  Dr. T. Campbell records on March 16 of this year (Diary, p. 36) :— ' Thrale asked Dr. Johnson what Sir Joshua Reynolds said of Taxation no Tyranny.   " Sir Joshua," quoth the Doctor, " has not read it."
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